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First World Yee Family Association Convention 

          The year 2000 marked 1000 years since the birth of the most famous member of 

the Yee family, Yee Jing. The worldwide celebration of this event was centered near his 

birthplace in Shaoquan in the Chinese province of Guangdong. The Hong Kong Yue 

Clansmen Association took the initiative to host a convention of Yee family members from 

all over the world in November to celebrate this historic occasion. We met for 3 days in 

Hong Kong. The highlight of the convention was the formation of the World Yee Family 

Association modeled after the United Nations. Membership in this organization will consist 

of national Yee Family Associations from all over the world, like the Yee Fung Toy Society 

of Canada. Other members include the Yee Fung Toy Family Association of USA, the Hong 

Kong Yue Clansmen Association, and family associations from Thailand, Philippines, 

Malaysia, Macau and France. We elected a board of directors, as well as a Chairman and 

six Vice-Chairs. The next world convention will be held in 2003, at a location to be 

determined. We expect even more members to join the world organization then. 

          Our host in Hong Kong then took us on a 5-day tour of Guangdong province that 

started with Shaoquan in the north and ended with Toishan and Kaiping in the south. 

There were 370 of us, in a convoy of 11 buses, a couple of vans, and two police escort 

vehicles. Our security, medical needs, and comfort were well looked after. We attended a 

formal tribute to the life of the Honorable Yee Jing organized by the University of Shaoquan, 

quite appropriate as he was both a renowned scholar and a career government official. 

We also attended a service at his tomb just outside Shaoquan. 
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          Toishan is the place of origin of many Yee family members, especially those of us 

who emigrated and settled in North America and other parts of the world. We overseas 

Chinese understand the needs of our family members in China, and have a tradition of 

generously supporting the building of schools and hospitals in Toishan and nearby Kaiping. 

We visited several schools that we help build, including the Fengcai Zhongxue (Fung Toy 

High School) that was founded 60 years ago. We were welcomed everywhere with school 

children lining the road, waving flags and flowers, chanting words of warm welcome. Many 

of us took the opportunity to visit relatives and ancestral homes that we have not seen 

for years. 

          It has been a very memorable journey home for us. Despite the vast changes and 

improvements to the villages and towns of our origins, we can still see the China of our 

childhood and youth. Though it is harder to know what life was like a thousand years ago, 

we take great pride in celebrating the life and times of the Honorable Yee Jing. We have 

come home to renew our bonds to the Yee family and the Chinese heritage. We want to 

thank the Hong Kong Yue Clansmen Association for organizing this historic homecoming, 

especially to Mr. Johnson Yee Kin Lun for spearheading the effort. 

Jim Yee, Vancouver, Canada 

 

   

   

 


